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NATURE GF ACTION

3. This is a class aetion lawsuit apainst Defendants for an admittedly dangerous defect in
millions of its vehicles that can causc accelerator peda! meehanisms to get stnck in an open
position, causing the vehicle to accelerate uninientionally (“nnintended acceleration™).

4. Defendants issued two separate recalls to address problems with unintended acceleration in
its vehicles. One involved accelerator pedals interfering with floor mats (the “Floor Mat
Interfercnce” recall). The other involved wom accelerator mechanisins getting stuck in an
open pusilion, independent of any floor mat interference (the “Wom Accelerator” recall). In
total, Defendants recalled 5.9 million cars due 1o these deftcis.

5. Notably, the recalls did not provide immediate relief for vehicle owners. Rather, Toyota
disclosed thal dangerous defects existed and stated that Toyola would implement a repair
plan in the futire. With respect to the Floor Mat Interference recall, Toyota advised owners
to remove the floor mats as an intcrim measure, and that more complete repairs would not be
available for sevcral weeks or months. With respect o the Worn Aceelerator recall, Toyota
advised owners of the dangcious condilion and stated that a remedy was not yet available.
These announcements left vehicle owncrs in the position of having to drive knowingly
dangerous vehicles.

6. Some vehicle owners, including Plaintiffs, have driven their cacs iess than they otherwise
would due (o fear of being in an accident.

7. According to a Los Angeles Times article dated January 30, 2010, since 1999, nearly 2,000
complaints about sudden, unintended acceleration in Toyota and Lexus vehicles have
reportedly been identified. Sudden, nmintended aceelerations have been blamed for at least
815 vehicle crashes and at least 19 deaths.

8. Defendants have been reportedly aware of many of the incidents that resulted in personal
injuries or deaths, as well as many more complaints from consumers about uniniended
accelerations sincc as early as 1995. Ilowever, the company failed to adequately investigate
or fix the defect in the United States and denied that there was any problem.

9. Plaintiffs seek damages suffcred by the Class as a resolt of Toyuta's conduct, including but
not limited to: (i) loss of use of the vehicles; (ii) reimbursemcnt of out of pucket costs for,

among other things, alternative transportation, prior repairs to address accelerator problems,
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