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Manufacturing West Virpinia, Inc., which manufactured many of the engines at issue in this
litigation, is located within the Southcm District of West Virginmia. ‘Toyota Motor Manufactuning
Kentucky, [ne. which also manulaclured many of the engine assemblies, 1s located in
Georgetown, Kentucky, in relatively close proximity to the Southern District of West Virginia.
Some ETCS-t components are helieved to have heen manufactured by Denso Manufacturing
Tennessee. Inc., in Maryville, Tennessee. The Southem District of West Virgima is localed in
Charleston, the capitel of West Virpima. Conscguently, travel 1o and [rom the district is
reasonably acconﬁnodated. Charteston is scrved by its own airport, which oflers direct Qights to
and from scveral major citics, including Chicago, New York, Washington D.C., Atlanta,
Houston, Dctroit, Cincinnati and Orlando. Travel within Charleston and between the courthouse
and the airporl {which i1 a ten minute drive) 1s nothing short of easy. [or these reasons, the
Southern Distnet ol West Virginia presents an appropriate and convenient forum to accept
transfer of the consolidated cases.

IIl. THE WEST VIRGINIA CI.LASS ACTION IS BEST SUITED TO ASSUME A
LEAD ROLE IN THE LITIGATION.

In addition w a more l'avorablc.d;Jckcl., the é;;aves casc- -is- \;vell situated to assﬁme a l-ea-d'
rale 1n the consolidaled acions. The Graves case is more advanced than those pending in other
jurisdictions. The Southern District of West Virginia has already imposed a briefing schedule tn
Graves. By lhe ime of the Panel’s transter hearing, briefing on Toyota’s Motion to Dismiss will
be complete and the court may have already ruled on the motion and conducted a planning
meeting the part commenced,

Counsel in Graves 1s also counsel 1n a wrongtul death action pending in Michigan State
Court which has been pending since August, 2009. See Lilia Alherto, personal representative of

Guadalupe Alberto v. Toyota Motor Corporation, et al, Civ. Action Ng. 09-91973 Second
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