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wmformation and belief, Judge Goodwin is no longer presiding over any criminal cases, which
will make available additional judicial resources for utilization on this case.

The Southern District of West Virgua also presents a more favorable docket for the
consolidatcd cases. The most recent Federal Court Management Statistics show that the Southem
Distnict of West Virginia saw a total of only 1,875 filings in 2008. See S D. W. Va. Judicial
Cuse Load Profile, attached as Ex. 2. Spread among five judpeships at that time, these were
distributed al a rate of 306 ¢ivil cascs per judge. /d Uhe majarity of these cases are listed as
Personal Injury/or Product Liability. The median time from liling to disposition of civil cases
was 9.2 months and only 50 vivil vascs, representing 3.3 percent of civil cases in the district,
were over lhree years old. fd. These numbers demonstrate that the Southern District of West
Virginia has suflicient docket resources Lo devote to the consolidated cases. Since these statistics
were compiled in 2008, the Southern District of West Virpima has seen the addition of
Honarable Irene C. Berger as a district judge, making it reasonable o anticipate that the docket
load in the Southem District of West Vireinia will be even further reduced.

The Panel has fraditionally placed significant weight on docket pressure when making
closc dccisions, and has recognized that the transferee district having the lightest docket is best
suited to expeditiously handle cases. In re Lastern Airlines, Inc. Flight Anendant Weight
Program Litigation, 391 F.Supp. 763, 764-65 (JP.M.L. 1975) (transterring class action from
District of Massachusctls to Eastern District of Virginia on grounds that the latter had a
significantly lighter civil action docket). This rationale supports the Southern District of West
Virginia as the most appropniate transferee district for this action.

Geography supports Wesl Virginia, as well. The Sonthern District presents a direct

connection to the controversy, which adds convenience to the litigation. Toyota Motor
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