In an interview, Guadalupe Gomez, the driver of the runaway Camry, said he also signed a
confidentiality agreement and received a settlement from Toyota. He was initially arrested on
suspicion of manslaughter for cavsing the crash, but charges were never filed.

By settling, Toyota has managed to keep potentially damaging information out of the public eye, said
Raymond Paul Johnson, a Los Angeles attorney who said lie had settled four sudden-acceleration
cases with the automaker.”

"Tt's just a matter of risk control for them," Johnson said.

Toyota said that although it does not corament on individual cases, it "has resolved and will continue
to resolve matters with litigants through confidential settlement when it is in both parties' interests to
do so."

The majority of unintended aceeleration incidents don't end up in accidents. But even after minor
incidents, some consumers have obtained deals under which their cars wete repurchased on favorable
terms,

Tim Marks, a sinall businessman in Camden, Ark., parked his daughter's 2006 Lexus IS 250 in front
of the dealership last year and said his family would never drive it agzin after experiencing four
sudden-acceleration events.

*They told my daughter she was texting while driving and wasn't paying attention," Marks recalled.
"She is a 95-pound, little itty-bitty. thing, but she was fixing to twist off on that man."

The vehicle was bought back and the title branded as a lemon, according to vehicle registration
records. It was later registered in Florida, suggesting that the dealer resold it.

Much the same thing happened to Joan Marschall, a Visalia resident whose 2003 Camry accelerated
on its own three times before she complained.

T took it to the dealer and said I wouldn't drive it again," Marschall recalled. "I said I don't care if you
tell me the computer says nothiog happened. 1 know it did.”

Marschall recsived a lemon buyback too. Registration records show the car was transferred to a new
owner in Soutlern California.

Toyota said it had no policy to repurchase vehicles from customers complaining about sudden
acceleration, though jts dealers may act on their own to "preserve goodwill."

Some motorists who have confronted safety issues said the automaker has hidden information from
them.
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