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10. Due to ever-increasing publicity about the lifémreatenmg defects of
Toyota-manufaclurcd vehicles, on January 21, 2014, Defendants anncunced that they
were reculling millions of vehicles for the alieged reason of “sticking accelerator pedals.”
Defendants stated that Toyota’s investigation, which they said had becn eonducted “in
recent months,” “indicates there is a possibility that certain accelerator pedal mechanisms
may, in rare instances, inechnnically stick in a partially depressed position or retum
slowly to the idle position.” (Emphasis added).

11. They continue to cover up the facl drivers were experiencing SUA when
their foot was on the brake and not touching the accelerator. They conceal the fact that
when Toyota repiaced its mechanical throttie linkage in the late 1990’s with a computer-
controlled accclerator system, it could be adversely affected by “radio waves.” Upon
information and belief, unlikc American automobile companies, Toyota failed to include
sufficient back-up safety systems that would prevent uncontrolled acceleration, all in
order to save money and increase profits. As a result of the lack of appropriate safety
systems, there is no adequate fail-safe mechanism to stop Toyota vehicles in the event the
acceleration systems malfunction and engage in uncontrolled acccleration, as evideneed
by the continuing injuries and deaths eaused by Toyota SUA.

12. Despite acknowledging that the defect was serious enough that it was
neccssary 1o stop selling certain vehicles, Toyota failed to prevent both the recall model
vehicles alrcady sold or leased fro,r;l being operated and additional vehicle models that

contain the ETCS-s, nor did it offer to cancel leases and purchases and refund the monies

paid by its customers.
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