to "prevent evidence of its vehicles' structural shortcomings from
becoming known" to plaintiffs lawyers, courts, NHTSA and the
public.”

17.  On January 21, 2010, Toyota finally admitted that the accelerators were not
entirely free from defects, as Toyota had stated time and time again, announcing in a press
release that “Our investigation indicates that there is a possibility that certain accelerator pedal
mechanisms may, in rare instances, mechanically stick in a partially depressed position or return
slowly to the idle position.”

18.  In addition to the mechanical defect(s), the Electronic Throttle Control System
with Intelligence (“ETCS-i”) and/or Electronic Throttle Control System (“ETC”) that is
designed, manufactured, distributed and sold in certain vehicles by the Defendants is defective,
in that it will allow sudden unintended acceleration of the vehicle engine. The Defendants’ deny
these defects; just as the Defendants’ have previously denied any and all of the aforementioned
defects. Another safety expert said that he does not believe Toyota’s pedal fix addresses the core

problem.

“These are completely computer-guided systems, and we all know
that electronics fail. They do fail, and they will fail. The problem
with Toyota is they haven't built enough fail-safe devices into their
cars to ensure that drivers get control of the vehicle when a failure
happens.” (US Headlines Examiner, Charisse Van Horn)

19.  Following the announcement, Toyota announced an additional recall of 2.3
million U.S. built cars and trucks (the “January 2010 Recall”) (all Toyota vehicles recalled for
the sudden acceleration problem, and those not yet identified, referred to as “Vehicles in
Question”). These models include but are not limited to the 2009-2010 RAV4, 2009-2010
Corolla, 2009-2010 Matrix, 2005-2010 Avalon, 2007-2010 Camry, 2010 Highlander, 2007-2010
Tundra, and the 2008-2010 Sequoia.

20.  On January 30, 2010, the January 2010 Recall was broadened to include Toyota
vehicles sold overseas, including a recall of 1.8 million units in Europe. As of the date of this
recall, the total number of Toyota vehicles recalled is upwards of 7 million units.

21.  Plaintiff John Harding, a resident of Autauga County, Alabama, is the owner of a
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