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racketeering laws that used this enterprise to further their fraudulent scheme. The Toyota
Defendants effectively controlled the day-to-day operations of the enterprise by
controlling the vehicles the dealers could sell and dictating the repairs that the dealers
should make to correct and repair SUA and ETCS-i’s braking defects.

30.  Another enterprise consists of the individual Toyota Defendants, the North
American Toyota Dealers, and NHTSA. This enterprise is engaged in, and its activities
affcct, interstate commeree. The lawful purpose of this association-in-fact enterprise is
thc evaluation and public dissemination of information concerning safety issues of
vehicles within the United States. The Toyota Defendants are culpable “persons” under
federal racketeering laws, who used this enterprise to further their fraudulent scheme by
causing the false and misleading evaluation and public dissemination of information
concerning Toyota vehicles’ SUA and ETCS-i’s braking defects.

31.  Reports of unintended accelerations of Toyota vehicles began to increasc
significantly in 2002, when Toyota began installing the ETCS~i in a broad range of its
vehicle lines,

32. ETCS-i-equipped vehicles are sometimes referred to as “thmttlé-by-wire”
or "drive-by-wire" because the ETCS-i has no mechanical linkage between the
accelerator pedal and the throttle plate in the engine.

33. It soon became apparent that models with the ETCS-i were experiencing a
failure rale significantly greater than other models. As the number of reports involving
Toyota models with “throttle-by-wire” electronies grew, the claimed injury and death toll

also increased alarmingly, However, Toyota and Toyota dealers continued to market
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